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PROJECT STATUS 

Due to the length and complexity of the project, the consultants working with the City will be 
updating the zoning and subdivision code in manageable sections. City staff, the City 
Attorney, and the steering committee charged with providing initial feedback will review each 
section that the consultants will then revise before posting on the project website. 

This packet includes a draft of the second section of code which includes the following 
articles of the new Chapter 25—Zoning and Subdivision Code: 

 Article III—Zoning Districts and Principal Uses 
 Article X—Subdivision Design Standards 
 Article XI—Nonconformities 
 Article XIII—Definitions (a partial list of definitions relevant to the articles being 

reviewed) 

Throughout the document, please note that the “<>” symbol is a placeholder for future dates, 
cross-references, and other pieces of information. Parenthetical titles are used to help enable 
the reader to compare proposed language to existing language in the code and highlight new 
information. 

In order to keep this project moving forward, the steering committee will have a final 
discussion regarding this draft section at their next meeting unless an issue has been 
specifically called out to revisit at a later time. If you have any questions or comments on this 
draft section, please contact City Planner Jonathan Raiche at raichejd@kirkwoodmo.org or 
314-984-5926 by noon on Tuesday, September 24th. 

CONTENT SUMMARY 

The most significant changes include: 

Simplified lists of permitted uses & table-based system 
Rather than long lists of uses in each district, some uses have been collapsed into broader 
categories such as “retail business”—simplifying the code and improving usability. These 
uses will be placed in a table format that allows for easy comparison between districts. 

New “permitted with standards” category 
In addition to permitted and special uses, the new code introduces an intermediate 
category—permitted with standards. This category allows the city to simplify the approval 
process for desirable uses by creating use-specific standards that will ensure 
compatibility. 

Adopt previous recommendations from downtown study 
The new code includes changes previously recommended based on the downtown study, 
such as lowering the minimum lot area per unit for multi-family products in the downtown 
and eliminating standards that restrict the number of units per floor. 

Creation of new R-MM “missing middle” zoning district 
The new code proposes the creation of a new zoning district that allows duplexes, row 
houses, and small-scale multi-family buildings with six or less units. No properties will be 
preemptively rezoned by the city, but owners of properties which border between single-
family districts and other more intense districts can apply to rezone. 
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Increase options and ensure compatibility in the B-1 neighborhood business district 
The new code seeks to reduce barriers to improving the quality of the existing B-1 
neighborhood business districts by broadening the types of uses permitted. In 
conjunction, it also adds standards for some uses that restrict hours of operation, tenant 
size, and other factors that may cause a nuisance for neighboring residents. 

Short-term rentals (Bed and Breakfast, AirBnB, VRBO, HomeAway, etc.) 
The committee was open to the possibility of allowing short-term rentals, like AirBnB, with 
very strict standards. The proposed regulations will be further reviewed by the committee 
before making a determination on how to proceed. 

TOPICS FOR THE NEXT CODE SECTION 

The next section of code will cover accessory uses (which includes topics such as garages, 
pool houses, and accessory dwelling units), general development standards (which includes 
topics such as setbacks and floor area ratio), and community unit plans. It is tentatively 
scheduled to be released for public review in October. 

 

For more information, go to www.KirkwoodByDesign.com 

 


