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Code Section #4 

 

PROJECT STATUS 

Due to the length and complexity of the project, the consultants working with the City will be updating the zoning 

and subdivision code in manageable sections. City staff, the City Attorney, and the steering committee charged 

with providing initial feedback will review each section that the consultants will then revise before posting on the 

project website. 

This packet includes a draft of the fourth section of code which includes the following articles of the new Chapter 

25—Zoning and Subdivision Code: 

• Article VI—Architectural Guidelines 

• Article IX—Parking, Access, and Mobility Standards 

Throughout the document, please note that the “<>” symbol is a placeholder for future dates, cross-references, 

and other pieces of information. Parenthetical titles are used to help enable the reader to compare proposed 

language to existing language in the code and highlight new information. 

In order to keep this project moving forward, the steering committee will have a final discussion regarding this 

draft section at their next meeting unless an issue has been specifically called out to revisit at a later time. If you 

have any questions or comments on this draft section, please contact City Planner Jonathan Raiche at 

raichejd@kirkwoodmo.org or 314-984-5926 by noon on Monday, November 18th. 

CONTENT SUMMARY 

The most significant changes include: 

New standards for garages, driveways, and scale compatibility for single-family homes. 

The code primarily retains existing language for single-family homes, but adds language that should minimize 

the appearance of forward-facing attached garages, discourage large “sea of concrete” driveways, and 

improve compatibility between taller new homes and existing one-story homes. The community’s primary 

concerns with setbacks, floor area ratio, and lot coverage were addressed separately in code section three. 

Identification of key commercial gateway areas where projects will be expected to have higher architectural 

standards and reference elements of the Downtown Kirkwood style. 

These two gateway areas at the intersection of Kirkwood Road with Manchester and Big Bend (as shown on 

the maps in §25-44) serve as an important first impression.  

Maintain an advisory role for the Architectural Review Board for single-family homes, but expand it to a 

mandatory role for nonresidential districts.  

The code language that determines the role of the architectural review board in reviewing projects was in 

code section one, but the initial intent was to finalize that role after the site development standards and 

architectural guidelines had been drafted. After completing a review of the new code language, the 

committee determined that advisory review for single-family homes shall be maintained, but that the role of 

the architectural review board would be enhanced for commercial projects. 
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Clarifications on parking on residential lots. 

While the code maintained provisions that parking in front of the building line, in single-family residential 

districts is prohibited, the updated draft provides more clarity in how parking is counted in residential areas 

including provisions on driveway widths, allowances for the number of driveway openings, and provisions for 

turnarounds. 

Update of parking ratios and surfacing requirements 

The City’s current parking ratios were significantly higher than necessary based on current zoning practices. 

This has led to requests for variances and, in many cases, the requirement for too parking spaces and 

therefore more pavement than needed. These ratios have been updated. Furthermore, the language of the 

code was updated to allow for pervious pavement use for parking spaces in nonresidential zoning districts 

where the applicant provides a maintenance plan. 

Stronger requirements for sidewalks and trails. 

Now that the city has a plan for bicycle and pedestrian connectivity, the updated code includes stronger 

requirements for the provision of sidewalks and trails for new subdivisions and for redevelopment along major 

corridors. The intent of these changes is to improve overall connectivity, especially along major corridors. 

 

TOPICS FOR THE NEXT CODE SECTION 
The next and final section of code will cover the sign code, landscaping and buffering, and enforcement and 

penalties. It is tentatively scheduled to be released for public review in December. 

 

 

  


